The spatial selectivity of early and late waves within the human visual evoked response.
Two studies on the amplitude, latency, and waveform of human visual evoked responses to the onset of sine-wave grating patterns were made. Results indicated that the peak latencies of both early and late waves were a function of the spatial frequency of the stimulus. The amplitude of the early wave (N1-P1) was consistently greatest at low spatial frequenciies while the late wave (N2-P2) showed consistent attenuation at low spatial frequencies. In addition the location of the peak amplitude response of the late, but not the early, wave depended on the location (macular versus extramacular) and area(small versus large stimulus field) of retina stimulated. These findings are discussed in the light of evidence for separate transient and sustained systems within the human visual system.